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The Gold Star designation represents 
a family member who has lost a loved 
one in military service.

The Gold Star first appeared during 
World War I when it was placed over a 
service flag’s blue star after a service 
member was killed in combat.



program

Opening.……………………………………………………...Billy Francis
Director, Student Veterans Center

Presentation of Colors…………………………..Florida State University
Joint ROTC Color Guard

National Anthem………………………………………………….Reverb

Bagpipe Solo………………………………………………….James Gray

Students’  Welcome………………………………………….Kevin Pierce
Director, Veterans Student Union

Jean Tabares 
Student Body President

Panhellenic Association & 
Interfraternity Council

Representatives

Welcome…………………………………………….………..Paul Cohen
Executive Director, The Torchlight Program 

President’s Message………………………….President John E. Thrasher

Torchlight Award Presentation………………………President Thrasher
Kevin Pierce 

 Daniel Foxworth, President, Collegiate Veterans Association

Film Screening: The Hornet’s Nest

Q&A Session………………………………………Facilitator: Paul Cohen

Personal counselors will be available in the lobby for confidential 
consultations during and after the film screening.



the film

A groundbreaking and immersive film, The Hornet’s Nest uses 
unprecedented combat footage to tell the story of an elite group 
of U.S. troops sent on a dangerous mission deep inside one of 
Afghanistan’s most hostile valleys. What was planned as a single-
day strike turns into nine intense days of battle against an invisible 
enemy in the country’s complex terrain where no foreign troops 
have ever gone before. Two embedded journalists, father and son 
cinematographers Carlos Boettcher and Mike Boettcher, bravely follow 
the troops through the conflict, resulting in a film that provides a 
deeply emotional and authentic view of the heroism at the center of 
this gripping story.

Following its theatrical run, The Hornet’s Nest became a top home 
entertainment release. The soundtrack, featuring the song “Follow 
Me” by five-time Grammy winner Wynonna Judd and husband Cactus 
Moser, is available from Gratitude Entertainment.



meet the directors

The career of producer and 
entertainment executive David Salzberg 
spans more than two decades in creative 
development, production, post-
production, financing, distribution and 
marketing for multiple entertainment 
properties. In addition to The Hornet’s 
Nest, films produced by Mr. Salzberg 
include The Perfect Game, For Right or 
Wrong, and Running the Sahara, as well as 
original television and digital content for 
numerous broadcast and cable networks. 
With more than 100 entertainment 
industry awards to his credit, Mr. Salzberg 
has also been honored at film festivals 
throughout the country.

Christian Tureaud has more than 20 
years of experience in the entertainment 
industry, producing, directing, 
marketing and distributing content 
for entertainment media of all types 
worldwide. Prior to producing and 
directing The Hornet’s Nest, Mr. Tureaud 
produced the feature film The Perfect 
Game, as well as the feature-length 
documentaries Running the Sahara, For 
Right or Wrong, and La Source. Through 
the course of his career, Mr. Tureaud has 
collected numerous honors, including 
major film festival awards. 

Films currently in production by Mr. 
Salzberg and Mr. Tureaud include Citizen 
Soldier and Danger Close, both of which 
will be released next year.
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veterans alliance
florida state university

Alliance Arrowhead
The proud symbol of our university-wide commitment  

to serve as a beacon of veteran support and success
 

Collegiate Veterans Association
Connecting student veterans and supporters 

with the campus and local community
 

Project RAWW
A student organization committed to  

“Reaching All Wounded Warriors”
 

Student Veterans Center
The university’s one-stop shop for veteran services and resources

 
Students for America’s Military

Florida State students actively expressing appreciation 
to U.S. armed services personnel

 
Veteran Friends and Families Group

FSU faculty and staff who served in the U.S. armed forces

Veteran Liaisons
Veterans’ contacts in academic and administrative units across campus

 
Veterans Alumni Society

Active and former members of the military who graduated 
from Florida State University

 
Veterans Student Union

The agency for veterans’ interests within Student Government

To support Veterans at Florida State, please contact  
Colette Podgorski at (850) 645-1321 or cpodgorski@foundation.fsu.edu or the 

Student Veterans Center at (850) 645-9562 or veteran@admin.fsu.edu. 


